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Our ref: MMC/GHR 
 
 
22 December 2023 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Below is the final round up of the year that showcases the fantastic work that has taken place in the academy. We talk very often in STWA about helping to create lifelong memories for young people and many of the updates below will do just that. The Christmas Family Dinner, Hampers, and Community Breakfast with Santa showcase what we believe is important ... empathy, togetherness, and kindness.  
  
We will welcome students back to the Academy on Monday 8 January. 
 
We wish you a wonderful Christmas break making memories with your families. 
 
Teaching and Learning  
 
One of our key drivers is to cultivate the character of all our students. As such, we are currently reviewing our curriculum in a bid to gather the views of parents, staff, and students. Before Sunday 14th January 2024, please use this link to provide us with your thoughts on how we can improve our offer to students.  
 
https://forms.office.com/e/zxS7JcxAX6 
 
Events and Enrichment 
 
Golden Ticket Events 
 
This week, over 400 students were eligible to take part in their choice of Golden Ticket reward event. It was great to see the students enjoying their reward of either e-Sports in one of our computer suites, a private showing of ‘Wonka’ at the Savoy cinema or watching a film with their friends in school with popcorn and drinks for an authentic cinema experience. The choices and eligibility criteria for our next round of Golden Ticket events will be revealed soon; we would like to encourage all students to earn as many points as they can and to make sure their attendance is above 92% to be in with a chance of the next rewards. 
 
SEND Christmas Catch-Up 
 
On Friday 15th December, we invited all our SEND students' parents to the academy to have an informal catch up with one another. Parents spoke about what has been going well for their child during the first term. Staff were there to support and facilitate conversations which allowed parents to feel heard and involved. As a staff body, we really appreciate this time with parents and feeding back to the community. 
 
Breakfast with Santa 
 
On Thursday this week, STWA played host to local pre-school children and their parents and carers joining us for our free event - Breakfast with Santa. This festive event saw the youngsters enjoying story time with Santa on his sleigh before tucking into breakfast and being gifted a book for them to take home and enjoy. We love being able to give back to our community with events like this, and it was a privilege for us to see everyone enjoying themselves. 
 
 
 
Christmas Hampers 
 
At Sir Thomas Wharton Academy, we take immense pride in giving back to our local community, particularly during the festive season! This year, we held our House Christmas Hamper Competition where all tutor groups have been busy making Christmas Hampers to donate to Tickhill Road Hospice and the local food bank at ECO (Edlington Community Organisation). Staff and students displayed their creative flair and wondrous efforts through the array of hampers that they have designed, with designs ranging from the Grinch's sleigh to the Home Alone house! Alongside the tremendous hampers, staff and students donated an incredible amount of food, games, comfort packages and Christmas confectionary to be placed in the hampers, further adding to the festive spirit! We would like to thank all participants for helping to make our Hamper Challenge such a success to help those in need. 
 
It was a privilege for Mr. McDonald to judge all the hampers but certainly not an easy task! 
 
	 
	First Place 
	Second Place 

	Wentworth 
	Mr Hawcroft's Postman Pat Scene 
	Mrs Ahmed's STWA Cadbury's Bar 

	Chatsworth 
	Mr Gidney's Post-box Scene 
	Mr Smith’s Coca Cola Truck 

	Brodsworth 
	Miss Shaw and Mrs Shelton's Rudolph 
	Mr Singh's Christmas Cracker 

	Cusworth 
	Miss Fox's Nutcracker 
	Mr Walker's Grinch Sleigh 


 
Overall winner:  Mrs Thorpe and Mrs Erskine's Home Alone House! 
 
On Thursday afternoon, Mrs Stuart, Miss Gerrard, and members of our Student Parliament had the wonderful opportunity to deliver our wondrous Christmas Hampers. Staff and students all demonstrated their generosity, creativity, and festive spirit through our House Christmas Hamper Competition and as such, we have been able to make two festive donations! Hampers have been delivered to Tickhill Road Hospice where contributions will be shared amongst patients, families and staff working over the festive period and Edlington's ECO Foodbank. We would like to thank all participants for their contributions and would like to wish everyone in our local community a merry Christmas!  
 
Post 16 News 
 
January Exams 
 
Several formal examinations are taking place in the first week back after the half-term holidays. Students have been issued exam timetables and should arrive promptly each morning. For exams taking place at Sir Thomas Wharton Academy, students should be in the Hub no later than 15 minutes before the start time of their exam. For exams taking place at Maltby Academy, students should be in school prior to 8:20am to catch the first bus from Sir Thomas Wharton Academy to Maltby Academy. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr. M McDonald  
Principal 
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